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In October last year, the Chiapas state legislature approved changes in its penal code to
decriminalize abortion in cases described as family planning measures, economic need, and
unmarried mothers. Conservative organizations and the Catholic Church commenced a nationwide
campaign to prevent similar legislation from "spreading throughout the country," and to revoke
the Chiapas decision. On Dec. 31, members of the Chiapas legislature voted to temporarily suspend
the decriminalization measures. Spokespersons said the congresspersons would consult the
governmental Human Rights Commission on whether to ratify or modify the amendments to
the penal code. Feminist organizations and other progressive groups point out that every year
an estimated two million Mexican women subject themselves to illegal abortions. Of the total,
about 200,000 die as a result of complications. According to Hector Ramirez, head of the Chamber
of Deputies health commission, 65% of the nearly two million women seeking illegal abortions
every year are married, 86% are Catholic, 76% are poor, and 53% are between the ages of 23 and
40. Roberto Alarcon, president of the Chamber of Hospitals, claims that on an annual basis the
real number of women obtaining abortions is three million, and between 10 and 15% of them
die. In 1989, the Social Security Institute reported 180,000 admissions of women suffering from
complications following abortions, and private hospitals reported another 600,000 cases. (Source:
Agence France Presse, 12/31/90, 01/10/91)
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